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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-491
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: July 24, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: July 26, 2012
Type of Action: Authorization of straw ballot referendum; instruction to Supervisor of Elections; request for emergency action
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the use of a “straw ballot” referendum on the November general election ballot to poll the voters about whether the City Charter should be amended by the Florida Legislature to change the selection method for one of the members of the Police and Fire Pension Fund board of trustees.  The bill directs the Supervisor of Elections to place the straw ballot question on the November general election ballot and to advertise the referendum question in a newspaper of general circulation at least twice prior to the election.  Emergency action is requested on the bill so that the Supervisor of Elections can be notified in a timely manner to process and advertise the referendum for the November ballot.
Background Information: The Charter currently provides the following selection methods for the 5 members of the Police and Fire Pension Fund board: 1 firefighter elected by the firefighter members of the plan; 1 police officer elected by the police officer members of the plan; 2 members appointed by the City Council; and 1 member selected by mutual agreement of the other 4 members.  The Florida Legislature in Chap. 2011-216, Laws of Florida, authorized local governments to change the municipal representation of police and fire pension fund boards “only if such change does not reduce the membership percentage of firefighters, or firefighters and police officers, or the membership percentage of the municipal representation.”  Ordinance 2002-203 proposed to amend the City Charter to replace the trustee-selected member of the board with a third member appointed by the City Council.  The Florida Division of Retirement, when asked for an advisory opinion on whether the proposed change was permissible, stated that the change may have to be approved by the Florida Legislature.  This bill calls for an advisory referendum to poll voter sentiment about whether the City Council should request the Duval Delegation to amend the City Charter by J-bill to change the selection method for the fifth trustee.
Policy Impact Area: Police and Fire Pension Fund governance
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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